
Speakers 

Donal Byard is Associate Professor 
of Accountancy, Baruch College, CUNY. 
He is an ad hoc reviewer for The 
Accounting Review;  Contemporary 
Accounting Research;  The Journal of 
Accounting, and Public Policy;  the Journal 
of Accounting, Auditing, and Finance; the 
Journal of Business, Finance, and Accounting, the Financial 
Review; and Review of Finance and Accounting.  He is author of 
numerous articles that have appeared in The Accounting Review, 
Journal of Accounting and Public Policy, Investor Relations 
Quarterly, and Review of Accounting and Finance.  Mr. Byard is a 
faculty advisor for the Association of Latino Professionals in 
Finance and Accounting. He is a member of the Dean’s Taskforce 
on Research, Zicklin School of Business and the review panel for 
PSC-CUNY awards, CUNY.  

Umberto P. Fedeli is President 
and Chief Executive Officer of The 
Fedeli Group, one of the largest privately 
held insurance brokerage firms in Ohio 
and multi-year recipient of Weatherhead 
100's list of the fastest growing 
companies in northeast Ohio.  He was 
selected by Inside Business as one of 
Cleveland's most "powerful" people in 
the Business/Community/Political Arena.  
He has been recognized by John Carroll University's Business 
School as one of Fifty of Its Finest, and has been the recipient of 
both the Grand Illusion Award from the Ohio Cancer Research 
Associates and the National Multiple Sclerosis Society's Norman 
Cohn Hope Award for Outstanding Philanthropic and Community 
Service. 
 
 

Dr. William F. Baker is 
University Professor of Fordham University, 
NY, Executive-in-Residence at the 
Columbia Business School and president 
emeritus of Educational Broadcasting 
Corporation, becoming president emeritus in 
2008 after 20 years as CEO. During his 
tenure, the broadcasting station grew and 
prospered, creating new programming, such 
as “Charlie Rose.”. He established the Educational Resources 
Center, which has become America’s most prolific teacher trainer 
in multimedia techniques, and developed Metro Arts/Thirteen’s 
first cable channel.  He also helped stabilize the finances of the 
station by building the largest endowment in public television 
history, and oversaw the station’s transition to digital broadcasting. 
Baker is recognized as one of America’s most prolific fundraisers, 
having raised more than $1 billion in his career.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sam E. Antar is 
President and former CFO of 
Crazy Eddie Inc.  During the 
1980s, Mr. Antar helped to 
mastermind with his cousin 
Eddie Antar and uncle Sam 
M. Antar (co-founders of the 
company) one of the largest 
securities frauds of his times.  Crazy Eddie Antar was coined by 
former U.S. Attorney Michael Chertoff as “the Darth Vader of 
Capitalism.” The securities fraud cost investors hundreds of millions 
of dollars, cost many people their life savings, cost many people 
their careers, cost creditors hundreds of millions of dollars, and 
many people’s suffering that cannot be measured.  He was the 
government’s key witness in both the civil and criminal 
prosecutions. He also fully cooperated with all civil plaintiffs in the 
prosecution of their claims.   
 

 
Program Moderator 
Nicholas R. Sucic is Vice President and 
Controller for The Davey Tree Expert Company in 
Kent, Ohio. Mr. Sucic is Program Chairman of the 
Meonske Professional Development Conference.  
Mr. Sucic is a member of the Institute of 
Management Accountants (“IMA”) and past 
president of the Akron Summit chapter, past national 
director, and an Ohio Council IMA director.  He is a 
past national director of Financial Executives 
International (“FEI”) and past president of the 
Northeast Ohio chapter of FEI. 

 
Program Chairman 
Dr. Norman R. Meonske is Professor of 
Accounting, Kent State University.  Dr. Meonske is 
past president of the Cuyahoga Valley Chapter of 
IMA and an Ohio Council IMA director. He was the 
2004 recipient of the prestigious R. Lee Brummert 
Award (IMA national professor of the year) and the 
Ohio Council IMA’s distinguished service award. 
  
 

Conference Committee 
Conference Chairman. . . . . Nicholas R. Sucic 
Program Chairman. . . . . . . .Dr. Norman R. Meonske 
Kenneth P. Bechtol Dean C. Hull II 
Sandra M. Brenner Dewitt D. Harrell 
Jeffrey L. Bissell Susan H. Pope 
Dr. Thomas G. Calderon Robin C. Schade 
Tamra A. Emmett Patrick E. Smith 
 Honey Wess 

Conference Outline 
The 36th Annual Meonske Professional Development Conference, “one of the 
top five financial reporting conferences in America,”  continues the tradition of 
presenting leading national authorities from the FASB, SEC, academia, public 
accounting, Corporate America and experts to discuss the latest external financial 
accounting, regulatory and corporate governance issues.  
 

The Financial Reporting Panel 
This year’s conference continues the tradition of providing one of the best 
conferences available for accounting and financial executives. The conference 
kicks off with the popular financial reporting panel which includes Wayne E. 
Carnall, Chief Accountant – Division of Corporation Finance U. S. Securities 
and Exchange Commission (“SEC”), Robert H. Herz, Chair of the Financial 
Accounting Standards Board (“FASB”), Carlo D. Pippolo, Partner – Director of 
Standard Setting – Americas Accounting Standard, Ernst & Young LLP and 
Donal Byard – Associate Professor of Accountancy, Baruch College, CUNY. 
Nicholas R. Sucic, Vice President and Controller of The Davey Tree Expert 
Company, will be the panel moderator.     

The panel will provide a complete update of FASB recently-issued standards, 
exposure drafts, project updates as well as SEC rule proposals. The SEC’s 
Workplan as to International Financial Reporting Standards (“IFRS”) will be 
discussed, including the impact on issuers' controls and procedures, corporate 
governance considerations, cost and human capital considerations, the impact on 
other regulatory filings, as well as investor understanding and education issues. 
You will not want to miss the update to the agenda of the Chief Accountant of the 
SEC’s Division of Corporation Finance. The question and answer session 
provides the opportunity to ask thought-provoking questions from the leading 
financial regulators and obtain a quick update on the critical topics.  

Keynote Address at Lunch 
“Use Your Strengths to Succeed” 

Umberto P. Fedeli, President and CEO of The Fedeli Group, will speak about 
the unique “Fedeli Difference,” having catapulted the company into one of the 
largest privately-held insurance brokerage firms in Ohio. The Fedeli Group has 
succeeded by identifying its unique strengths, including The Fedeli Difference 
pillars of networking magic; (b) personalized, phenomenal service; and, (c) 
figuring out how to offer a warm touch in this sometimes cold world. In this 
exciting keynote, you will hear how relationships and the power of networking 
are the strengths of The Fedeli Group. You will be challenged to identify your 
unique strengths while you hear about: (a) the four cornerstones of The Fedeli 
Group’s success; (b) three ways to compete in any profession; and, (c) three 
things you have to do in any business to succeed. 
 

Afternoon Sessions 
“Leading With Kindness - - How Good People 

Consistently Get Superior Results” 
Dr. William F.  Baker, a Cleveland native, will discuss 
thought-provoking guidance based on research with some 
of the world’s most successful business leaders. “Leading 
With Kindness” identifies those successful leadership 
qualities that help emerging and aspiring leaders bring out 
the best  performance to  motivate their employees to 

excellence, nurture all employees while recognizing unique talents, stimulate 
calculated risk-taking, adapt to change in troubled economic times, and prepare 
the next generation of leaders. All conference attendees will receive his best-

lling book. se    
 

“How to Find Fraud in Clear Sight” 
Sam E. Antar, former CPA and former CFO of Crazy Eddie, Inc. was one of our 
most highly-rated conference speakers. He is one of the nation’s foremost white 
collar crime authorities. Before “Sammy the Crook” was caught, he 
masterminded one of the largest securities frauds of its time as CFO of Crazy 
Eddie, Inc. by deceiving shareholders, employees, creditors, public accounting 
firms, Wall Street firms, the press and others. He has appeared on the national 
television and radio networks providing insights on white collar crime. He has 
written numerous guest articles for national publications and spoken at major 

ational conferences and leading universities.  n
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
OHIO COUNCIL IMA and KENT STATE UNIVERSITY 
36th Annual Meonske Professional Development Conference 

Friday, April 30, 2010 
 

NAME 
____________________________________________ 
 
TITLE  
____________________________________________ 
 
COMPANY  
____________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS  
___________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
DAYTIME PHONE  
_________________________________ 
 
EMAIL  
___________________________________________ 
 
IMA CHAPTER 
____________________________________ 
 
  CHECK      REGISTRATION   AFTER   AMOUNT 
    ONE                   FEE         APRIL 23     QTY   ENCLOSED 

�  IMA MEMBER   $175        $190       ___   __________ 

� NON-MEMBER  $195        $210  ___   __________ 

� ∗DISCOUNT       $155        $170       ___   __________ 
 *5 OR MORE FROM SAME COMPANY   _____ *Thursday Registrant 
   REGISTERING AT THE SAME TIME 

� EDUCATOR       $ 90          $105       ___   __________      
SCHOOL  ____________________________________ 

 
No price increase . . . this year’s conference at last year’s rates! 

 
Indicate Method of Payment  (Check/Credit Card) 
_____Check  Make Check Payable to: Kent State University 
_____Credit Card  (MasterCard, VISA & Discover Only) 
Card Number  __________________________________ 
Expiration Date ___________________     
Contact phone number  (____)______________________ 

 
Mail completed registration form with payment to: 

Kent State University Conference Bureau 
106 Kent Student Center 

P.O. Box 5190 
Kent, Ohio  44242 

Registration Questions?  (330) 672-3161 

 

The “Meonske” Conference 
In January 2004, the Ohio Council of the Institute of Management 
Accountants named its annual conference in honor of Dr. Norman R. 
Meonske., recognizing his “outstanding contributions to the field of 
management accounting education through his (then) 30 years of 
continuous meritorious service as the program chairman and numerous 
leadership positions at the IMA chapter, council, and national level. 
Through his vision, leadership, dedication and hard work, the Conference 
has become recognized as providing attendees an opportunity to learn the 
latest accounting, financial reporting, and management methods.” 
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